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How to get the best from your wedding
photography

KERRY JAMES
Your photographer

Although my style and approach to wedding photography
is documentary, there are a few things to think about before
the wedding to make sure you get the best photos
possible. So, let’s start at the beginning….
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BEFORE YOUR
WEDDING

I would really like to meet in person before the wedding as it just makes
everyone feel more at ease on the day. But if we don’t get the chance to meet,
I’m happy to chat via the screen. For those whose wedding is more than 2 hours
away, I will travel the day before and stay overnight in a nearby hotel or an
Airbnb. Hopefully, we can meet up then, so I’m not a stranger on your wedding
day.
If you would like an engagement shoot, we can plan this a couple of months
before the wedding. It’s a good chance to meet up, and it may ease your nerves
if you’re camera shy.
About six weeks before the wedding, I’ll send an online form of all the details I
need for the day. This will include a section for any group photo requirements
and all the contact details. I’ll also send the final invoice.
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TOO MANY COOKS
I generally work alone and ﬁnd that I only need a second photographer to cover really
large weddings, or if it’s winter and I need extra help with lighting. Sometimes I may
bring an assistant if I think it would make my life easier. In my opinion, having two
photographers at your wedding and possibly a couple of videographers can turn the
whole thing into a bit of a circus. Everyone is much more at ease when they forget
about the fact they are being photographed (which is pretty tricky when there’s more
than one of you on the job).
If you do intend on having videographers, check how many people will be coming.
Some work in groups of three and have loads of equipment and tripods everywhere,
and others work alone with a small camera on their shoulder. Just because some have
a big kit, it doesn’t mean they’re better. Check their portfolios, and if their work is
comparable, then opt for the one-man-band. (Fewer mouths to feed as well!) I work
with some great videographers regularly, so feel free to ask for recommendations.
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PLANNING WHERE
YOU WILL GET
READY
It’s a good idea to think about where you want to get ready for your day in advance.
Some couples prefer to get prepared in a luxury hotel (which does look good in the
photos); but personally, if your venue is close to where you or your parents live, I ﬁnd
the photos have so much more meaning if you can get ready at home. Whether that’s
your home or your parents’ home, it doesn’t matter. Both will be full of memories
which will tell great stories in years to come.
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GETTING READY PHOTOS
The Ladies
Bridal prep is my favourite part of the day and an excellent opportunity to meet the
bridesmaids and parents before the ceremony. I usually arrive two hours before you
leave for the ceremony. Once I arrive at your chosen getting ready location, I’ll
introduce myself to your wedding party, and then crack on with documenting the
scene. Try and keep the room free of ugly plastic bags, car seats and pushchairs.
These things are usually horrid colours and upset my visual ﬂow!
Think about asking your bridesmaids to wear something easy on the eye whilst they
are getting ready. You could get them some gowns, or a simple white vest, or
something elegant, just so that you all look coordinated and more visually pleasing in
the photographs! I’ll be hiding out behind curtains and squatting in some odd
positions, just ignore me - I’m a ﬂy on the wall!
I’ll capture all of your moments and all your little bits and bobs without moving things
around; so don’t panic when I’ve not taken your dress oﬀ to dangle it from an apple
tree, I will capture it hanging in the background as part of your story. I will never take
your dress outside. Knowing my luck, it would get pooped on by a pigeon, and I would
put my foot through it! Let’s just leave it hanging on the door. With that in mind, if you
can take your dress out of its body bag before I arrive and maybe leave it hanging on a
pretty hanger, that would be perfect!
Once the dress is on (or the trousers!), I will race ahead to the venue. This way, I can
introduce myself to whoever is conducting your ceremony and hopefully capture your
other half meeting the arriving guests.
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GETTING READY PHOTOS
The Gentlemen
If you have booked a second photographer, they will arrive with the guys about an
hour before they leave for the ceremony. They will document the scene and tailgate
the men to the pub if that's part of the pre-ceremony plan. They can also get to the
ceremony before me to capture the guests arriving.
If the groom is getting ready in the same hotel, I can pop between the two of you. I'll
capture the ﬁnishing touches, cuﬄinks, ties, jackets, that sort of thing. I usually stay for
about 20 minutes, which is enough time to get some shots to complete the story. As I
don't get that much time with the guys, I will ﬁnd the best light and make sure they are
getting ready in it. If you would like anything other than documentary photography just
tell me, it's not a problem to take some group shots once they're ready. In fact, it's
quite a good idea as it's one less shot on the groups' list for later.
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GETTING READY
CHECK LIST
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•

Have your dress/outﬁt hanging on display

•

Hang your dress on a nice coat hanger

•

Get out any bits you would like photographed

•

Hide ugly plastic bags away

•

Allow in as much natural light as possible

•

Tell everyone to ignore me!

THE CEREMONY
I'll usually be out waiting for your arrival, but if I'm not there, sit tight, I'm probably
having a chat with whoever is conducting the ceremony. There will be a few minutes
here for you to compose yourself before walking down the aisle. If you have
bridesmaids, I recommend they walk down the aisle ﬁrst so I can get a photo of them.
Once you're ready to walk down the aisle, I'll hopefully be at the front to capture it. If
you're marrying in a church, check with the vicar before the ceremony to ﬁnd out if
there are rules for the photographer. I ﬁnd most churches are ﬁne as long as I'm
respectful, which of course I am! A couple of times, I haven't been allowed to
photograph at all. In fact, one vicar told me to crawl under a pew and stay there until it
was over!
Think about asking your guests to refrain from using their phones and cameras during
the ceremony. So many good shots are completely ruined by uncle Bob trying to get a
shot of you walking down the aisle. I've had people jump out into the aisle and
completely block it for me before now, and of course, it looks really ugly! There's no
need for guests to have cameras. I can capture all this, and it will be much nicer if
everyone is enjoying the moment rather than trying to get the shot. They can all
download the photos I have taken for free, so there's no need for them to spoil this
moment!
Everything is completely documentary until the group photos after the ceremony. I'll
be as discreet as possible during your ceremony, and I'll only move once when the
timing is right to get a diﬀerent angle if necessary.
After you've taken your vows, you'll be asked to sign the register. I'm not allowed to
photograph this according to some weird English law that is completely ridiculous! But
after you have signed your register for real, I will set up a shot with you pretending to
sign it. This is all very odd, but just play along and smile at me, It's an English thing!
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CONFETTI
TIME
You can never have enough
confetti. Make sure you bring
some, as your aunty will have
only brought a tiny amount,
and we want loads! Don’t
bother to put it in little bags;
just put it in a basket and get
the ushers / ﬂower girls /
bridesmaids to pass it around.
Guests can just grab a
handful.

“Confetti canons are great!
You can get them online.
Some venues may have an
issue with them, but if your
groomsman has gone
ahead and brought some
without you knowing, what
can you do?!”
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CONDUCTING THE CONFETTI SHOT
Church Weddings
In advance, prepare your confetti and leave it in the doorway of the Church so that the bridesmaids/
ﬂower girls or ushers can hand it out as people exit the Church.
•

After the ceremony, walk up the aisle to a cheering crowd.

•

keep walking out of the main door, keeping your heads up and looking excited, please!

•

Once outside have a quick kiss if you feel like it.

•

Then, walk around the back of the Church to the other entrance (most have at least two doors) If
there's only one door, just keep walking and there's bound to be an area where we can keep you
until the guests leave the Church.

•

Hangout there until one of your groom's party gives you the green light to walk back into the
Church and out of the main door again. Your groomsmen and I will have all of your guests waiting,
ready to throw the confetti.

Once the confetti has been thrown, you will be congratulated by all of your guests still doused in
confetti making for beautiful natural photos of real moments of joy!
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CONDUCTING THE
CONFETTI SHOT
OTHER VENUES

If you're opting for a ceremony anywhere
other than a Church, it's pretty much the
same drill, except that once you walk back
up the aisle, you will be oﬀered a glass of
champers. Grab your glass and head oﬀ to a
quiet space out of sight while the guests
vacate the room.
In the meantime, some members of your
bridal party should stand in the doorway and
hand out the confetti. When we are all ready
for you, someone will let you know, and you
can reappear for the confetti throw.
If the weathers wet we can usually throw the
confetti as you walk back up the aisle, if this
is the case, the bridal party can handout the
confetti while you are signing the register.
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THE RECEPTION
Once you're oﬃcially married, and the confetti has been thrown, it's time for the
wedding reception. If time allows I will document the celebrations for 30 mins before
making a start on the group photos (if you have requested some). During this time just
completely forget I'm there.
Once we have shot the group photos, I'll photograph your wedding breakfast room set
up before we embark on 'The Romantic' photos.
The idea is that your guests will be invited to be seated whilst we are making beautiful
photos. This way you're not missing anything, and everyone will be waiting to
welcome you into the room on your return.
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YOUR WEDDING DETAILS
I’ll pop into your wedding breakfast room after the family group photos to photograph
your room set up. The wedding cake, ﬂowers and any little details you have made.
Sometimes the venue will invite you in the room at this stage to admire your hard work
before the guests mess it all up.
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YOUR GROUP PHOTOS
Generally, these are the photographs that are most often bought as prints; they are sure to
be framed and found on the mantelpiece or grand piano. They're perfect for reminiscing, so
let's embrace the challenge and do it properly. I refer to this part of the day as the 'family
groups' while some photographers call them 'the formals.' Personally, I'm not sure the word
'formals' is quite right when working with families who aren't particularly formal themselves.
Of course, if you are that way inclined I can photograph you formally, but I'm all about
listening to each family's ideas about how they wish to be represented.
Your chosen venue partially represents who you are and gives the nod to your own individual
style. For example, if you have chosen a luxury 5-star hotel with all the trimmings, then your
photographs will probably be more formal than if you had chosen a ﬂower-covered tipi in a
meadow.

How long should we allocate for family groups?
“This depends on how many groups you have and how good your ushers
are at bringing me the folk in question”
I'm deﬁnitely one for quality over quantity. I would rather take time getting people how and where I
want them (on chairs or whatever I can get my hands on), than have an endless supply of badly
composed line ups. I like to ﬁnd the best location out of direct sunlight with the prettiest backdrop,
then arrange people at diﬀerent levels so that everyone's visible. On average, allow 10 minutes to
get the people in the right place and 5 minutes for me to arrange and photograph each set. I will
need an usher, groomsman or a family member to round up the people for the group photos.
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When is the best time?
This will depend on your wedding. If for instance, you are getting married in a church, it is tradition to have
your family photographs outside the Church. Personally, I think if you want speed then outside the Church
is the best place. Everyone will be there and keen to get to the venue asap so they will embrace the job in
hand swiftly. Alternately we can wait until we arrive at your venue, this can be more time consuming as folk
have a tendency to go missing or get chatting so it's harder to pin them down. Then, of course, there's the
light and weather to consider. We can chat about all of this when we meet and make a plan of action.

What happens if it’s tipping down?
I’m not fazed by rain. I always travel with a full lighting kit so I can take the group shots inside
if there’s a spare room at your venue. I’ll get one usher to ﬁnd the folk I need, and the other
can start to move the furniture while I set up the lighting kit. We will need 10 minutes for
lighting set up and space preparation and another 5 minutes for each group set.

What about a photograph of everyone?
No problem. I can hang out of a window or stand on a table and shout orders at your guests if you wish.
Visually, I’m not sure they are ever very pleasing but they do give you an important record of everyone
who came to celebrate your wedding.
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TOP TIPS
FOR GROUP
PHOTOS
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•

Well before the wedding work out which family
groups you would like. Remember the quality
over quantity rule!

•

Try and keep each group to a maximum of 15
people. Any more than this and heads can get
lost. Also, if we are working inside we may be
limited to space.

•

Brief your ushers beforehand and make sure
they are capable of rounding up guests. (They
have a tendency to hide behind the bar at this
point!)

•

List all the names of the people in each group
on the form I will send you before the wedding.
Remember I don’t know who’s who.

SUGGESTED GROUPS LIST
Allow 30 minutes of your reception time to cover this list.

•

Bride & Groom – Bride’s parents

•

Bride & Groom – Bride’s parents and siblings with all partners and oﬀspring

•

Bride & Groom - Any other combinations of family and stepfamily if relevant

•

Bride & Groom – Bride’s grandparents (if you have any)

•

Bride & Groom – All parents together

•

Bride & Groom – Groom’s parents

•

Bride & Groom – Groom’s parents and siblings with all partners and oﬀspring

•

Bride & Groom – Groom’s grandparents (if you have any)

•

Bride & Groom – Complete bridal party

•

Bride - Bridesmaids & ﬂower girls

•

Groom – Best man

•

Groom – Ushers / best man / pageboy
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THE “ROMANTIC”
PHOTOS
Okay, trust me, it’s not as
bad as it sounds!
I’ll ﬁnd a decent location and you can just walk together. I’ll
give you some guidance if you’re a bit awkward. Just look at
each other - it’s not about you smiling down the lens. But of
course, we can do a couple of smiley ones for the parents,
(they love the bog standard wedding portrait and we like to
please the parents).
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THE SPEECHES &
WEDDING
BREAKFAST

Once you’re all seated for your wedding
breakfast, I’ll be close by but not in the
room. I generally don’t like to take photos
of people eating as it’s not a pretty
picture. If you’ve been kind enough to
order me a gluten free veggie meal, I’ll
be tucking into that in a side room and if
not I’ll be grazing happily from my
tupperware!
When the speeches commence, I’ll
appear and capture all the laughter and
the tears (happy we hope!) I do come
quite close during this period, but I’m
always as discreet as possible so just
ignore me.

www.atalllongleggedbird.com
www.atalllongleggedbird.com

FIRST
DANCE
If you have lights that’s great!
But if you have a laser, I’ll ask
if it can be switched oﬀ until
after the ﬁrst dance, as it
leaves horrid coloured spots
all over your heads and you
can end up looking like the
Incredible Hulk. Most likely, I’ll
be sat on the ﬂoor, try and
keep central to the room if
possible and try not to stand
on me!

CUTTING
THE CAKE
Most venues have a place
they like to display the cake
during the day. If it’s possible
to move the cake it makes a
great shot from the centre of
the dance ﬂoor just before
the ﬁrst dance.
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EVENING SUNSET
SESSIONS
If there's any fantastic weather or light on the day, I'll come and ask if you're up for
some more 'romantic photos' to take advantage of the elements. Golden hour is the
best time of day for photos. I'll be humming away in my absolute element at the
beautiful light and keen to make some super romantic shots of you and your loved
one. Just say no if you would rather I didn't drag you out, it's your wedding and you
may well just want to enjoy the party. But it is a good chance to have a bit of time out
and a sneaky snog or two!
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DANCE FLOOR
MADNESS

I usually stay for about an hour after your ﬁrst dance (depending on your package).
This gives me enough time to get on the dance ﬂoor and make some great images of
the party in full swing. You will have completely forgotten all about me by this point
and the wine will be ﬂowing, so it’s a great opportunity to capture you and your guests
really letting their hair down.
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ONE LAST THING
Sparkler Shots

If it's that time of year and you are hell-bent on the sparker shot, please head over to
my Blog page on the website ‘ WEDDING SPARKLERS EXITS’ and read all about how
to set up and manage this as eﬃciently and safely as possible.
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IMPORTANT
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Before the wedding day, please make
sure you ﬁll out the online form I send
you. It contains all the phone numbers
and postcodes for your wedding, and if
anything were to happen that was going
to prevent me being where I should be, I
have all your information at hand. The
group photos list is also attached to this
form and if I did lose my print out on the
day, I know it’s all safe in the cloud. It has
happened once when I lost the list during
the church ceremony! Had I not had the
backup on my phone, I would have been
in a complete mess. Very unprofessional!
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AFTER THE WEDDING
Highlights Slideshows & Photofilms

Online gallery

All my 2021-2022 weddings will come with a
preview slideshow. I’m also oﬀering wedding
photoﬁlms for 2022 bookings. These are a
combination of ﬁlm, recorded sound from your
wedding and photos. Photoﬁlms are charged
as an extra, if you fancy one or would like to
look at some samples just ask. You can easily
share your slideshow or photo ﬁlm with friends
and use it on your social media.

Four weeks after your wedding I'll email
you a link to your private online gallery. It's
like your own personal website. From here,
you can download the entire set of
images, and your guests can download
individual photos. If you wish to buy a print,
there are loads of options to choose from
including, thank you cards, frames, canvas
wraps and a whole host of other products
it even has a facility to make coﬀee table
books. A professional print lab hosts the
gallery; the quality is outstanding, so much
better than the high street shops, I promise
you won't be disappointed! Let me know if
you're based in another country, and I can
change my products' supplier to suit your
homeland. The order is usually with you in
a couple of days. The gallery will be
hosted online for one year from your
wedding date.

Blog Post
If I haven’t shot at your venue before it’s very
likely that I’d like to blog your wedding. I’ll
send you a link to the locked blog post before
it goes live to make sure you are happy with
the photos I’ve included.
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FINALLY
Lets keep in touch

After spending so much time with you on your wedding day I do really feel like I’ve
made some new friends. Life can be hectic and I don’t expect that we will meet again
until I shoot the next wedding you’re at or I bump into you at Waitrose! Please keep in
touch via social media - Instagram is my preferred method. I love to see what all my
past couples are up to and follow them on to see their families growing! A lot of my
married couples now have families and are always asking for family photos. This is not
something I advertise but I’m more than happy to meet past clients to capture their
growing family. For those couples who prefer dogs, the same goes for you!

PLEASE LEAVE ME A REVIEW
All good reviews get a £20 print voucher from the online gallery.
Bad reviews don’t get anything!

VIA GOOGLE

VIA FACEBOOK

https://goo.gl/TZStAv

https://www.facebook.com/pg/
atalllongleggedbird/reviews/
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